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Predictions for the Tear 1708. 
x Wherein the Month and | Day of the- Month arc ſer. 
I down, the Perſons named, and the great Actions and 


Events of next Year particularly related, as they 
will come to paſs. "Io 3 
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Have confider'd the groſs Abuſe of Aſtrology in this Ring-. 
dom, and upon debating the Matter with my ſelf, I could 
not 2 lay the Fault upon the Art, but upon thoſe 
' groſs Impoſtors who ſer up to be the Artiſts. I know ſe- 
veral learned Men have contended that the whole is a Cheat; 
that it is abſurd and ridiculous to imagine, the Stars can have 
any Influence at all upon humane Actions, Thoughts or Incli- 
nations: And whoever has not bent his Studies that Way, may 
be excuſed for thinking fo, when he ſees in how wretched a 
manner that noble Art is treated by a few mean illiterate Tra- 
ders between us and the Stars; who import a yearly Stock of 
Nonſenſe, L yes, Folly, and Impertinence, whicn they offer ro the 
World as genuine from the Planets, tho' they deſcend from no 
greater a Height than their own Brains. 

I I intend in a ſhort Time to publiſh a large and rational De- 
fence of this Art, and therefore ſhall fay no more in its Juſtifi- 
cation at preſent, than that it bath been in all Ages defended by + * 

many learned Men, and among the reſt by Socrates himſelf, 
Whom I look upon as undoubtedly the wiſeſt of uninſpired - 
Mortals : To which if we add, that thoſe who have condemn- 

ed this Art, tho otherwiſe Learn'd, having been ſuch as either 
did not apply their Studies this way, or at leaſt did nor ſuc- 

cred in their Applications: Their Teſtimony will not be of 
much weight to its Diſadvantage, ſince they are liable to tbe 
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| Nor am I at all offended, or, think it an Injury to the Art, 
when I ſee the common Dezlers in it, the Students in Aſtrology, 

the Philomaths, and the reſt of that Tribe, treated by wiſe. Men 
wich the urmoſt Scorn and Contempt; but rather wonder, 
when I obſerve Gentlemen in the Country, rich enough to ſerve | 

the Nation in Parliament, poring in Pareridge's Almanock, to 
find out thẽ Events of rhe Year at Home and Abroad ; nor dare 
to propoſe a Hunting Match, till Gadbury or he have Hx'd the 

ER CC. ( IT PR 
I will allow either of the Two I have mention'd, or any 
others of the Fraternity, to be not only Aſtrologers, but Con- 
jurers too, if I do net produce a hundred Inſtances in all their 
Almanacks, to convince any reaſonable Man, that they do 
not fo much as underſtand common Grammar and Syntax; 
that they are not able to ſpell any Word out of the uſual road, 
nor even in their Prefaces correct common Senſe of intelligible | 
Engliſh. Then for their Obſervations and Predictions, they | D 
are ſuch as will equally ſuit any Age or Country in the World. | 4! 
Ibn Month a certain great Perfon will be threatned with Death or | N. 
Sickneſs. This the News Paper will tell them, for there we | ſc 
find ar the End of the Year, that no Month paſſes without the] be 
Death of ſome Perſon of Note; and it would be hard it it ſhould þ in 
be otherwiſe, when there are at leaſt Two thouſand Perſons | 

of Note in this Kingdom, many of them old, and the Alma- 

nack- maker has the liberty of chuſing the ſicklieſt Seaſon of the] A 
Fear where he may fix his Prediction; Again, This Month an] 

Eminent Clergyman will be preferr d; of which there may be ſome 
Hundreds, Half of them with one Foot in the Grave. Then, I th: 
Such a Planet in ſuch a Houſe ſhems great Machinations, Plots aud 
Conſpiracies, that may in time be brought to Light: After wor 
i 


2 ©, Fo aA 


21 


F 


il we hear of any Diſcovery, the 1 gets the Honour, 
not, his Prediction ſtill ſtand good. And at laſt, God preſerve] M. 
N. William from all hu open and ſecret Enemies, Amen. When, 
if che King ſhould happen to have died, the Aſtrologer plainly 
fFfworetold it; otherwiſe ir paſſes but for the pious Ejaculation of 
a Loyal Subject: Tho it unluckily happen'd in ſome of their 
Almanacks, that poor K. H/illiam was pray'd for many Months 
after he was dead, becauſe it fell out that he died about the be- 6 
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ginning of the Vear. | —_ „ 
To mention no more of their impertinent Predictions; fra 
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have we to do with their Advertiſements about Pills and Drinks, 
for the Venereal Diſeaſe, or their mutual Quarrels in Verſe. and 
Proſe of Myig and Tory, wherewith the Stars have little to do. 


ON ys long obſerv/d and lamented theſe, and a hundred o- 


es of this Art, too redious to repeat, I reſolv4i to pro- 


ther' Abu 


| cted in a new Way, which I doubt not will be to the general 


Satisfaction of the Kingdom: I can this Year produce bu a Spe- 
cimen,gf. what I deſign for the future: Having employ'd moſt 
res of my Time in adjuſting and correcting the Calculations 
made for ſome Years paſt, becauſe I would offer nothing to the 
World ot which 1 am not as fully ſatisfied, as that T am now 
alive. For theſe laſt two Y ears | have not fail'd in above one or 
two Particulars, and thoſe of no very great Moment. I exaCtly - 
foretold the. Miſcarriage at Toulon, With all its Particulars; and 
the loſs of Admiral Shovel 'tho? I was miſtaken as to the Day, 
lacing that Accident about 36 Hours ſooner than it happer'd ; 
t upon reviewing my Schemes, I quickly found the Cauſe of 
Be [ likewiſe foretold the Battle at Amanʒa to the very 
Day and Hour, with the Loſs on both Sides, and the Conſe- 
quences thereof. All which I ſhew'd to ſome Friends many 
Months before they happen d. That is, I gave chem Papers 
ſealed up, to open in ſuch a Time, after which they were at li- 
berty to read them; and there they found my Predictions true 
in every Article, except one or two every Minute. 
As for the few following Predictions I now offer to the 


World, I forbore to publiſh them till Thad peruſed the ſeveral 
Almanacks tor the Year we are now entred on. I find them 
all in the uſual Strain, and I beg the Reader will compare their 


Manner with mine: And here I make bold to tell the World, 
that I lay the whole Credit of my Art upon the Truth ot 
theſe Predictions; And I will be content, that Pareridge, and 
the reſt of his Clan, may. hoot me for a Cheat and Iinpoltor 
if I fail in any fingle particular of Moment. I believe, an; 
Man who reads this Paper will look upon me tc be at leuft a 
Perſon of as much Honeſty and Underſtanding, as a commer 
Maker of Almanacks. I. do not lurk in the Dark; I am n61 
wholly unknown in the World; I have ſer my Name at lenzeh, 
. be a Mark of Infamy to Mankind, if they ſhall nd I dee, 

In ohe thing 1 muſt defire to be forgiven, that I talk more 
faringly of Home Affats; As it would be Imprudence' ts 
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diſcover Secrets of Sate, ſo it 12 E to arme bor i 2 
ſmaller Matters, and that are not of pubhck Conſequence, I ſhall be very | © 
free ; and the Truth ot my Conjectures will as much appear from theſe as 
the other. As for the mot hgnal Events abroad in Frauce, Flanders, 
nal and Spain, I ſhall make no Scruple to Predict them.in plain Terms: 
Some of them are of Importance, and b hope I ſhall ſeldom miſtake the 
Day they will happen; therefore I think good ro informer rhe Keader, 
that Hall along make 'uſe of the Old Style obſcrv'd in England, which 1 
defire he will compare with that of che News. Papers, at time ens 14 
relate the Actions I mention, I 
I muſt add one Word more; I know it hath books the Opinion of ſeveral 1 
Learned, who think well enough of the true Art of Aſtrology. That rhe | E 
Stars do only incline, and not force, the Actions or Wills of Men: And | © 
therefore, however, I may proceed by right Rules, yet | cannor in Pru- g 
dence fo confidently aſſure the Events will follow exactly as I predict them. 
I hope I have maturely confider'd this Objection, which in ſome Caſes | H 
is of no little Weight: For Example; A Man may by the Influence of an 
over · ruling Planet be diſpoſed or inclined to Luſt, Rage, or Avarice, and 
yet by che foree of Reaſon overcome that bad Influence; and this was the fe 
Caſe of Socrates ; Bur the great Events of the World uſually depending | to 
upon Numbers of Men, it cannot be expected they ſhoald all unite co croſs | 
their [aclinations, from purſuing a general Deſign, whereiq they wnani- | W 
moufly agree. Beſides, rhe Influence of the Stars reaches to many àcti - 
ons and Events, which are not any way in the Power of Reaſon; as Sick- pe 
nefs, Death, and vhat we commonly call Accidents, with many more, 
needleſs to repeat. 10 
But it is now time to proceed to my Predidions, which I have begun to 
_ calculate from the time that the Sun enters into Aries. And this I rake ro | of 
be properly the Beginning of rhe natural Year. I perſue them to the Time || >c 
chat he carers Libra, or ſomewhar more, which is the buſy Period of the | ſh 
Year. The Remainder { have not yet adjuſted, upon Account of ſeveral || It 
Impediments n:edleſs here to mention, Beſides, 1 muſt remind the Reader I Th 
again, rhat this is but a Specimen of what! dengn in ſucceeding Years to || th 
treat more at large, if may have Liberty and Encouragement. Al 
My firſt Prediction is but a Trifte, yer I will mention it, to ſhew how ig- | !ly 
norant theſe Sottiſn Pretenders to Aſtrology are in their own Concerns: | - 
It relatre to Partridge the Almanack maker; I have conſulted the Star | Sh 
of his Natrvicy by my own Rules, and find he will infallibly dye upon the 
29th of March next. about Eleven ar Night, of a raging Feaver ;- there- ¶ fir 
tore I adviſchim to conſider of t, and ſettle his Affairs in time. zu ha; 
The Month of APRIL will be obſervable for the Death of many great | 
Perkode, On the 4th, will dye the Cardinal de Mailles Archbiſhop of Paris: | the 
On the 11th, the young Prince of Atari ar, Son to the Puke of Anjou: On | bu 
the Iath, a great Peer of this Realm will dye at his Country Houſe : On afo 
the 19th, and old Layman of great Fame for Learnieg : And on the 23th, [I. 
zn n Eminen: Gold: — in Lombard. Street. I could meneion others, both | 


. chit and 42 if 1 did not 8.7 4 ic is of very licrle uſe or Inſtru- 


en to the. Reader, or to the World. 5 
As to Publick afairs: On the 7h of this 1 then will be an Fly 
rection in Dauphine, occalion'd by the Oppreſſions of the Pcople, which 


vill aot be quiered in ſome onchs. 


On the r5th, vill be a violent Storm on the South · Eaſt Coſt of No 
which will deſtroy, many of their Ships, and ſome in the very Harbourg. 

The 1 9th, will be famous tor che Revolt of a whole Province or King» 
dom, excepting one City, by which the Affairs of a certaln Prince in the 


| Athance will rake a better Facc. 


- MAY, agaiait common Conjedures, wil! beno very buſy Monch in 1 
Europe, but very ſignal for che Deach of the D20hin, which will happen 


5 che 7th, after a ſhort Sickneſs, and grievous Torments with tae Sttaa- 


gury- He dies leſs lamented by che Court, than che Kingdom. 
Oa the gth, a Mare ſc hal of France will break his Leg by a Fall from his 
Horſe. I have not been able to diſcover vhether he will then d ye or not. 

On the 1 ich, vill begin 2 molt important Siege, which the Eyes of all Ex- 
rope will be upon: I cannot be more e tor in relating Affairs that 
ſ" nearly concer the Confeaerates, and conſequently this Kingdom, Iam. 

torc'd to confine my ſelf, for feveral Reafons very obvious to the Reader. 

Ou the 15th, News will arrive of a very nn Event „ than 
which nothing could be more unexpected. 

On the 19th, three noble Ladies of chis Kingdom will againſt all Er- 
pectarion, prove with Child, to the great Joy of their Husbands. 

Oa the 23rh, a famous Buffoon of the Play -houſe will dye of a ridicu- 
lous Death ſuitable to lus Vocat ion. 

JUNE. This Month will be diſfinguiſh'd at Gs by the utter diſperſing 
of theſe ridiculous deluded Enthuſiaſts, commonly call d the Prophets; © 
dccaſion'd chiefly by ſceing the Time come that many of their bropheſies 
ſhould be fu}fll'd, and then fading themſelves deceiv'd by contrary Events. 
It is indeed ro be admir'd how any Deceiver can be ſo week to forerel 


[| Things near at hand, when à very few Months muſt of necellity diſcover 


the Impoſture to ali the World; in this Point I-fs prudear than common 
Almanack-makers, who are fo wile to wander in general, and talk dabꝛoa- 
fly, and leave to the Reader the Buſineſs of interpreting. 

Oa the iſt of this Month, a French Generat will be kill'd by 2 random 
Shot of a Cannon Ball. 

Oa che Sch, a Fire will brezk oat inthe Suburbs of Paris, ad will FR 
ſtroy above a thouſand Houtes ; and ſeems to be the t vboding of whac with” 
happen, ro the Surpriſe of all | Europe, about the Ed of he following Month. 

On the 10th, a great Battle will be foughr, which will begin at Four of 
the Clock ja che Afternoon, and laſt till 9 at Night with great Obſlins ey. 
but no very decifive Event. I ſhall not name the Place, for the Reaſons 
aforeſaid ; but the Commanders on each Lett Ming will be *. —— 
I ſee Bonfires, and hear the Noiſe of Guns, for 2 Victory. | 


Oahe 14th, -rhere willbe a falſe "SEC 0 French ge Deaths 
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oh the 2ath, the Cardinal Portocarero will 3 of a Diſſente- 
ry, with great Suſpicion ; bur the Report of his lutentions to 
revolt to King Charles will prove falle. 
July. Tne Gth of this Month, a certain General will, by a 


Glorious Action recover the Reputation he loſt by former Mi 1 


fortunes. 
On the 12th, a Great Commander will aye a Priſoner 3 in the 
Hands of his Enemies. | 
On the 14th, a ſhameful Diſcovery will be made, of a French. 
Jeſuit giving Roifon to a great Foreign General, and when he 
is pur to the Torture, will make wonderful Diſcoveries, .- + 
In ſhort, this will prove a Month of great Action, it [ might 
have Liberty to relate the Particulars. 
At home, the Death of an old famous Senator will happen 
on the 1 5th, at his County-Honie, worn out wich Age and 
Diteaſes. 


But that which will make chis Month an to all Po- 
. is the Heath of the French Ring Lewis, XIV. after a 


Weeks Sicknels at Mar/i, which will happen on che 29th a- 
bout fix a Clok in the Evening. It ſeems to be an effect of 
the Gout in his Stomach, follow'd by a Flux. And in three 
Days after Monſieur Chamilard will follow his Maker, dying 
ſuddenly ot an Appoplexy. 


In this Month likewiſe an Ambaſſador will dye in London, - 


but I cannot aſſigu the day. 

Auguſt. The Affairs o France wall ſcem to ſuffer no change 
for a while under the Dulce of Burgundy's Adminiſtration; but 
bur the Genius that FAIRER the whole Machine, being gone, 
will be the Cauſe of mighty turns and Revolutions in che fol- 
lowing year. Fhe new King makes yet little Change either, 
in the Army or Miniltey, but the Libels agamit his F arther 

that fly about his very Court, give him uncalinels. - 
I 1 fee an Expreſs in mighty natte, with Joy and: Wonder in 
his Looks, arriving by break of day on the 26th of this Month, 
having rraveild in 3 days a prodigious Journey by Land and 
Sea. In the Evening I hear Bells and Zuns, aud lee che Bla- 
Zing of a thouſand Bonfires. 
A young Admiral of noble Birth toes likewiſe this Month 
gain immortal Honour by a great Atchievment, 

The Affairs of Polaad are this Month entirely ſettled: A. 
guftus reſigus his pretenſions, which he had again taken up tor 
ſomeę time: Staniſlals is peaceably poſſes d of the Throne: And 
the Kiog of Sweden declares for the Emperor, 
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Bartholomew. Fair by the fall of a Boot. 
September. This Month begins with a very ſur 
| Froſty weather, which will laſt near 1 T days. 


„ 


I cannot omit one particular Accident here at home, and 


near the end of this Month much Milchict will be done at 


priling Fit of 
The Pope having long languiſh'd laſt Month the Swellings | 


in his Legs breaking, and the Fleſh mortifying, will die on 
the 1 1th Inſtant, and in Three Weeks time after a mighty 


Conteſt, be ſucceeded by a Cardinal of the Imperial Faction 


but Native of Tuſcany, who is now abo it 61 Years old. 


The French Army Acts now wholly on the defenſive, ſtrong- 


; ly fortified in their Trenches; and the young Frexch King 
A1ends Overtures for a Treaty of Peace, by the Duke of M. 


tus; Which, becaule it is a matter of State that concerns us here 


at home, I ſhall ſpeak no further of it. 


I ſhall add but one Prediction more, and chat in myſtical 
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Terms, which ſhall be included in a Verte out of Vigil. 


„ 


Alter erit jam Tethys, G altera que vebat Argo e 


abt Dilectas Heroas, 


7 RY Upon the 23th day of * Month, the fulfilling of this Pros. 


diction will be manifeſt to every body. 


This is che furtheſt I have proceeded in my Calculations for 
the preſent year. I do not pretend that thele are all the great 


Events which will happen in this Period, bur that rhoſe that I 
have ſer down will infallibly come to pals. It will perhaps ſtill 


be objected, why I have not ſpoke more particularly of Affairs 


at home, or of the Succeſs of our Armies abcoad, which I 
might add could very largely have done; but thoſe in Power 
have wiſely diſcourag'd Men from medling in publick Con- 
cerns, and 1 was reſolv'd by no means to give the leaſt Offence. 
This I will venture to ſay, That it will be a Glorious Cam- 


paign for the Alies, wherein the Engliſh Forces both by Sea and 


Land, will have their full ſhare of Honour; That Her Maje- 


ſty Queen ANNE will continae in Health and Proſperity ; 


And that no ill Accident will arrive to any in the Chief Mini- 


As to the particular Events I have mention'd, the Readers 
may judge by the ful ling of them, whether I am of the Le- 
vel with common A yvlogers ; who with an old paultry Cant, 
and a few Por-books for Planets. to amuſe the Vulgar, have, 
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N that Men would -pleaſe ro ſuſpend their Judgments till 


an 
volution in England in the year 1688. Since that time I bei 
gan to have other Thoughts, and after eighteen years diligent 
Study and Application, I think I have no Reaſon to repent off 
my Pains. I ſhall detain the Reader no longer than to let hi 


I be denied the Liberty of offering it to my own Country, I 
ſhall appeal to the Learn'd World, by publiſhing it in Latin 
and giving Order to have it Printed in Holkend, * 
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zn my Opinion, too long been ſuffer d to ' abuſe the World: 
Bur an honeſt Phyſician ought not to be deſpis d, becauſe there 
are ſuch things as Mountebanks. I hope I have ſome ſhare of 
Reputation, which I would not willingly forfeit for a Frolick 
of Humour; And I believe no Gentleman, who reads this Pa- 
Paper, will look upon it to be of the ſame Laſt or Mould} 
wich the common Scribles that are every Day hawk'd about. 
My Fortune has plac'd me above the little regards of Scrib- 


bling for a few pence, whichl neither value nor want: There. 


fore let not wiſe Men too haſtily Condemn this Eſſay, intended 


for a good deſign to cultivate and improve an Ancient Art 
long in Diſgrace by having fallen into mean and unskilful 


Hands. A little time will determine, whether I have deceived 
others, or my ſelf; and I think it no very unreafonable Re. 


I] was once of the Opinion with thoſe who deſpiſe all 
Predictions from the Stars, till in the year 1686, a Man o 
Quality ſhew'd me written his Album, That the moſt Learned 
Altronemer Captain H. affurd him, he would never believe] 

thing of the Stars Influence, if there were not a great Re- 


know that the Account I deſign to give of next years Eventi 
ſhall take in the Principal Affairs that happen in Europe; and iff 


*. 
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ars, ncar the Water- ide. 1708. 
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